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We will implement
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Professional
Learning

Community with
fidelity. 



From the Classroom 
to the Creek

Mr. Cavalier has invited members of NHS

and the community to help with the JCWA

Creek Falls clean up.

 

“This event has allowed students the

opportunity to visit a real natural treasure in

our area,” he said. “That helps to restore it

through the removal of trash.” This and a

variety of similar activities have taken place

through and with this dedicated science

teacher.

 

Similarly, regarding his summer camp

volunteer work, Mr. Cavalier has also put his

time and effort into a “Tot-time” program to

educate young children, ages two to five,

about many nature-related lessons.

 

 

"For the past six summers, science teacher and

NHS advisor at Southmoreland High School, Zack

Cavalier, has been involved in advantageous

volunteer activities including the Jacob’s creek

clean-up, and for the past two, an educational

summer camp for young children, in addition to his

full time job.

A Profile on Zachary Cavalier, SHS

By Nicholas Formato, Sophomore 



Meet Zachary Cavalier

“There is a lot of information we give out

regarding natural world around us,” Mr.

Cavalier explained. “Last year we did more

of a historical take on things. This year we

are going to look at interactions between

different parts of the ecosystem. In past

years, we’ve done water, air, plants, and all

various things you would experience out in

the wild. They are short enough that

children can stay interested the whole time.

Generally speaking, it seems like kids like

it.”

 

All of these activities can help to educate

children about the environment at an early

age and involve students and others willing

to participate in volunteer activities.

Mr. Cavalier isn’t an activist nor is he a person

just trying to fill an empty schedule. He is a

normal, everyday, busy man who chooses to

make a difference. He said hopes “that these

activities will help students and community

members realize that they can improve their

world if they put forth an effort.”

 

It isn’t impossible to find the how or when to

help out in your community. The opportunity is

there; all that is left is the will of those who wish

to make a difference.

F R O M  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  T O  T H E  C R E E K
C O N T I N U E D . . .

...realize that they
[you] can improve
their world...
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The thrilling sensation of the curtains
curling back to reveal the stage fills
the audience as the production is
about to begin. Hamilton: An
American Musical, incorporates
historical aspects of the life of
American Founding Father Alexander
Hamilton including songs in the form
of hip hop, R&B, pop, soul, and
traditional-style show tunes, adding a
brand new twist to the musical
setting.
 
Mrs. Amy Brown, who teaches
Advanced Placement literature,
found a once in a lifetime opportunity
for Southmoreland students and took
it. In an article in the newspaper, she
noticed this opportunity. Through a
friend from Pittsburgh, she had heard
of a foundation that would help in a
grant to provide funds for tickets for
students.
 
 
 

Forty students were given a
specialized curriculum intertwined
with historical and literary aspects.
“The curriculum was very
valuable,” she said.”I think
students got a lot out of it.”
 
Students were also provided with
interviews, online information,
cast questions, and performances
by other schools in Hamilton
projects.
 
“To hear and witness those songs
be performed on stage quite
literally took my breath away,”
Joselyn Busato said. “I bawled so
hard I couldn’t breathe. Thank
you, Lin, (Manuel Miranda) and
thank you, Southmoreland.”

“Attending Hamilton
was an absolute

dream come true.
After over three

years of religiously
memorizing and

reciting those
revolutionary rhymes

with the original
Broadway cast

recording, hoping
and dreaming of

someday getting to
see the show, it
didn’t feel real to

have such an
opportunity."

-Joselyn Busato

All Hail Hamilton By Alexis Hull, Junior



Hamilton
Continued...

Teacher Feature: 
Amy Brown

Senior Cassie Steele said the show was

“unbelievably emotional” and “inspiring to

keep pushing forward.”

 

Hailey Croushore, a junior AP language

student, said the performance was “the best

theatrical experience I’ve ever had the honor

to attend. It had me in tears all throughout.”

 

Junior Charlotte Fullem agreed.

 

 “History has not been a favorite subject of

mine,” she said. “Remembering the dates

and facts in thick boring history books was

not my forte in grade school.But “Miranda’s

talent lies in turning boring historical details

into fascinating stories. I want to thank my

teachers for giving me the opportunity to see

Hamilton, the national phenomenon.”

 

Mr. Chuck Brittain, who teaches AP

language, said, “The opportunity to

attend the Hamilton experience was one

of inestimable value for the students.

“Kudos to Mrs. Brown for the time and

the hard work that she and her students

were required to do to qualify for the

grant that literally placed 40

Southmoreland students into the seats at

the Benedum to experience a critically-

acclaimed performance that has been

recognized around the globe. The event

is one that I am confident our students

will long remember.”



Alumni
Spotlight

 

“YOU’LL NEVER FIND OUT

WHAT PATH YOUR LIFE IS

MEANT FOR IF YOU DON’T

TAKE RISKS.” 

~JUSTIN POLYBANK, 2005



 
After a student walks out of the doors
of Southmoreland High School for
that final time, holding their diploma
in hand, they go on to start their lives.
What they do next is up to them.
Success is something one must strive
for. One must work hard to reach a
point in their life where they are
happy with what they have. One
alumni of Southmoreland that
represents hard work and success is
Raymond Cross.
 
Cross has been married to his wife,
Melissa, for 18 years. They have two
sons, Sam (15) and Nate (13). Cross
says that they are “wonderful.” He
also sees his family as his “biggest
personal accomplishment.”
 
Cross graduated Southmoreland High
School in 1989. After graduation
Cross received his undergraduate
degree, a BA in Biology, summa cum
laude, at Washington and Jefferson
College. He then went on to get his
medical degree from the University of
Pittsburgh. Following that, Cross
completed his internship and
residency in Internal Medicine and
Gastroenterology and Hepatology
fellowship at the University of
Maryland. Finally, he obtained his MS
in Clinical Research at the University
of Maryland, Baltimore.

Cross believes that
students should have high

expectations for
themselves and not let

others sway your
decisions..

18

When asked what his biggest professional accomplishment was, Cross answered with “When I completed my

training, I stayed on at the University of Maryland as a faculty member where I started the Inflammatory Bowel

Disease Program in 2004. Our program is now nationally recognized and cares for over 2000 patients with

Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. Our program has four other gastroenterologists, three surgeons, a nurse

practitioner, pharmacist, social worker, five nurses, two administrative assistants, a dietician, and three research

staff. I received federal funding to conduct a clinical trial of telemedicine in patients with Crohn’s and Colitis,

which to date, is the largest study in that population ever done in the US.



“DON’T LET OTHERS
DEFINE WHAT YOU CAN
AND CANNOT DO. TOO

MANY TIMES, STUDENTS
ARE TOLD THAT THEY

CANNOT ACHIEVE CERTAIN
GOALS."

When I attended Southmoreland, no one in
my family had ever attended college, let
alone medical school. However, the best
thing that my family did for me was to set
expectations high and encourage any career
aspirations that I had. No one in my family
told me that I could not become a doctor.”
 
Cross stresses the importance of
encouraging others and being confident in
oneself. Cross also said that the faculty at
Southmoreland had a “positive impact” on
him.

“I had wonderful teachers at
Southmoreland that encouraged me and
made me feel important. When I attended
Washington and Jefferson, I was very well
prepared and never overwhelmed. I cannot
possibly name every teacher that had a
positive impact on me, but I will try: Mrs.
Skillone, Mr. Belice, Dr. Poletchko, Dr.
Miklas, Mr. Bowser, Mr. Roenicke, and Mr.
Eberharter all stand out. Also, I am very
grateful to my coaches, Mr. Thompson and
Popp.”
 
Raymond Cross is the prime example of
someone from a small town becoming
successful through hard work and
determination.



Athletes often are seen as mentally

untouchable, far away from life’s stresses.

Southmoreland alum Brianna Bunner claims

that this is a behavior “trained from a young

age,” and that while it may be beneficial for

athletics, that it “makes seeking help for

mental health issues more difficult.”

 

For this reason, Bunner, a multi-sport athlete,

founded Hope Happens Here, an organization

at Robert Morris University intended to make

receiving help more accessible and less

stigmatized to athletes. She believes that

college athletes “need a safe place to openly

talk” about their struggles with mental health,

as well as “a community that understands and

supports” them. She hopes that this

organization will create this safe environment

and spread awareness that mental health can

affect performance in sports, “regardless of

sport or gender.”

Hope Happens Here, or HHH, hosts different

speakers, presentations, and events at RMU

to “break the negative stigma” and “start the

conversation regarding mental health.” Bunner

brought this organization to campus at the

beginning of the 2018 fall semester, and

already it has become a popular club among

student athletes. The club hosted a wellness

seminar in February and will take place in the

Out of the Darkness Walk at Robert Morris, as

well as the NCAA Mental Health week.

 

Bunner hopes that Hope Happens Here will

serve as a bridge between RMU’s student-

athletes and the resources available on

campus and notes that the organization allows

athletes to become educated about “coping

mechanisms as well as ways to stay mentally

healthy,” and that above all, HHH aims to

“give student athletes a voice.”

Brianna
Bunner

By Erin Polakovsky
Senior



Sarah Wesolowski, Southmoreland Class of 2008, says that “hard work is what sets

you apart from everyone else.”

 

And she would know. After graduating from Southmoreland, Wesolowski received a

Bachelor of Science in Physics with a minor in mathematics from St. Vincent

College. She continued her education by earning a Master’s degree and later a

PhD in Physics from Ohio State University. Now, just two years after graduation,

she is an assistant professor of mathematics at Salisbury University, in Salisbury,

MD.

 

She credits many of her teachers from Southmoreland with helping her with extra

mentoring and guidance. Additionally, she fondly remembers her 2 mile “best race,”

coached by Mr. Chuck Brittain. “Who knew you could learn so much by running so

slowly?” she wondered.

 

Her biggest professional accomplishment is successfully defending her dissertation

in theoretical nuclear physics; quite a feat. Her biggest personal accomplishment?

Marrying her husband, Joseph Anderson, who is from Derry.

 

Her advice for the current students of Southmoreland is “whenever you feel

overwhelmed, always ask yourself ‘Why am I doing this? What is my goal?’”

Sarah
encourages

Southmoreland
students

wondering
about careers in
physics, math,
or interested in

being a scientist
to email her:

scwesolowski@
salisbury.edu.

 



By Luis  Gomez,
Sophomore

T

At 31 years of age,
Polybank remains
a member of The
U.S. Army Band
“Pershing’s Own,”
having earned the
job originally in
June of 2012. He
joins the band in
performing honors
in services at the
White House,
Pentagon, and
other locations
within the Military
District of
Washington.

“Just keep being mentors and
subjects of mentors that students

will remember the rest of their
lives. That will always be good

enough.”

JUSTIN
POLYBANK,
2005

he music punches high and mighty, patriotic

and powerful, when the nasally deep ring of his

baritone sax begins its subtle descend as the

other band members follow suite. The

audience returns appraisal with thunderous

claps, signifying a piece well performed.

For SSG Justin Polybank, it’s simply another

job honorably served.

 

“I feel as though my professional and personal

accomplishments are inextricably linked, that

they are one in the same,” Polybank writes.

“Music is a very personal aspect of my life, and

anything that I’ve done outside of music has

just been in pursuit of living fully and happily.”

 

Polybank carries an ensemble of musical

education, graduating in 2012 from Indiana

University with a Master of Music degree in

Jazz Studies and Saxophone Performance.

Others include BS Music Education and

Indiana University of PA.

 

Polybank’s musical dedication allowed him and

his saxophone quartet to succeed in becoming

the very first saxophone quartet to win the

Double Gold Medal Grand Prize at the Fischoff

National Chamber Music Competition. This

same dedication would allow him to join the

U.S. Army Band “Pershing's Own” shortly after

obtaining his Master’s.

 

Polybank’s work ethic and personal

achievements have obviously carried him a

long way since graduating from Southmoreland

High School in 2005.

“I would encourage students to think further into their

future than what might seem obvious or comfortable in

2019 and ask themselves what they’ve always wanted to

see and do before retirement age,” he writes toward

current SHS students. “You’ll never find out what path

your life is meant for you if you don’t take risks.” He

encourages the students to “give back to Southmoreland

what it gave to you.”

 

Polybank also understands the duties a teacher fulfills,

being one himself and being married to one.

“You know what impact you’re having on these kids each

and every day even if sometimes it might feel as though

not one other person does,” he reflects towards fellow

teachers. 

 

 



Restorative Justice
Practices and

Classroom Grants
Mr. Alexander Novickoff aims to give
classroom discussions and discipline a
new look!

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S



FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR INCORPORATING RJ INTO
YOUR CLASSROOM OR HOME, VISIT THE FOLLOWING SITES:
 
 
HTTPS://WWW.EDUTOPIA.ORG/ARTICLE/HOW-RESTORATIVE-
JUSTICE-HELPS-STUDENTS-LEARN
HTTPS://WWW.HEALTHIERSF.ORG/RESTORATIVEPRACTICES/
RESOURCES/DOCUMENTS/RP%20CURRICULUM%20AND%20S
CRIPTS%20AND%20POWEPOINTS/CLASSROOM%20CURRICU
LUM/TEACHING%20RESTORATIVE%20PRACTICES%20IN%20T
HE%20CLASSROOM%207%20LESSON%20CURRICULUM.PDF

BEST PRACTICES:
RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE PRACTICES

Discipline is a word often synonymous with
classroom management. A classroom lacking
discipline hinders the achievement of all within
that room.  For generations of students,
discipline resulted in missed recesses, time
outs, lower grades, monotonous writing of “I
will not…”, and, often inadvertently, stigma,
compromised self esteem, and a fear or hatred
of school.
 
Mr. Alexander Novickoff, Assistant Principal at
SES and SMS, and approximately 30 of his
staff recently redefined discipline in the
classroom by implementing Restorative Justice
(RJ) Practices. According to Mr. Novickoff,
“Restorative Justice (RJ) refers to the system
of practices built on principles and processes
that build and sustain a culture of respect,
responsibility, and accountability. This
emphasis on building and sustaining strong
relationships allows for the restoration of those
relationships when harm is caused. Simply put,
RJ looks to ‘make right’ a situation when harm
is done, as opposed to the traditional approach
of simply punishing the offender.”

Edutopia further explains that “simply punishing a behavior doesn’t allow for space to inquire about the motivation
behind a misstep or what’s needed to repair the harm.” By seeking answers to questions such as what happened, what
caused the harm, and what needs to happen to repair the harm, all parties involved are given “a chance to rebuild
relationship after a misstep and to foster empathy, attunement, and accountability helps the whole community to feel
safe and more connected.” This questioning can be done through conflict resolution circles, reflection sheets, and
student to student and/or teacher to student conferences.
 
Mr. Novickoff encourages these practices not only because of the internal benefits and building of empathy among
students but because “there is evidence that implementation of these practices to fidelity reduces discipline infractions,
increases instructional time and replaces many exclusionary discipline practices.” He also feels that this fits perfectly
with the Southmoreland Mission Statement of High Quality Learning for All: “This emphasis on community and
restoration empowers the collective school community, whereas traditional punitive discipline excludes members, those
same members that make up the ‘all’ in our mission statement.”
 
 
Not all aspects of RJ are disciplinary in nature. Meghan Whytsell, Elementary Music/Chorus Teacher at SES, begins
each class with a “RJ Circle.” A major component of circle time is the building of community. Whereas a traditional
classroom setup often inadvertently creates a sense of “leader” and “authority,” a circle shares the responsibility among
the community and provides the perfect environment for “honest, authentic dialogue.”
 
This serves as a perfect anticipatory set when conducted at the beginning of class or an exit slip when following
instruction. After placing students in a circle, one or more questions are posed. One teacher recommends starting with
a general question such as “What is your dream vacation?” followed by a curriculum related question: “How did the
character take either a physical or figurative vacation?”



In “Connection Circles: How to Establish a Restorative Circle Practice,” educator Eric Rasmussen says,

“I ended up with more instructional time because of connection circles. Not only did classroom

management issues largely disappear, I was able to tie content into the connection circles” and

describes the practice as “absolutely transformative.”

 

During Whytsell’s circle “a 'talking piece' is passed around so the students know when it is their turn.”

Depending on the specific needs of the students, her questions range from “What is your favorite food?”

to “Describe a time when a friend talked about you.”  

 

Whytsell’s experience, much like teachers all over the country, with RJ has been very positive:

“Everyone has a chance to talk and contribute. The students have a voice right off the bat. Everyone is

listening to each other and respecting what everyone says. It helps build community. Then, when a

problem arises, the students see each other as more of a person with feelings that they have to make

amends to.”

RJ
CONTINUED...



GRANTS FOR INNOVATION: 
THE NEA STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GRANT
 

In “15 Characteristics of a 21st Century Teacher,” Tsisana Palmer encourages teachers today to become

versed in the following topics: learner-centered classrooms and personalized instruction, students as

producers, going global, using technology from going digital to creating a positive digital footprint, and

project based learning. These are the strategies that our students in the 21st century need and deserve.

 

Many of these strategies require both a motivated teacher and some new supplies. How can we add the

important ingredient of innovation to our classroom? The NEA Foundation Student Achievement Grant.

 

As an ELA teacher struggling with teaching annotation, I was awarded a Student Achievement Grant in

2014.  With the funding from the grant, I was able to buy individual student copies of all the novels in the

9th and 10th grade curriculum: copies to both annotate and add to home libraries. I excitedly watched

teenagers taking ownership of classic pieces of literature. They were eager to highlight literary devices or

discuss annotations, curious to see if their peers found the same ideas or if they were innovative and

original in their thinking and analysis.

 

It is NEAs belief that “public education should stimulate students’ curiosity and excitement about learning

and help them become successful 21st-century global citizens.” Educators can apply for a $2,000 or $5,000

grant by submitting a 100 word summary followed by a more detailed narrative about the goals, need,

activities, sustainability, and budget. Completed applications are accepted October 15th, February 1st, and

June 1st.

All guidelines for grant proposals
can be found at the following link:
 
https://www.neafoundation.org/for-
educators/student-achievement-
grants/
 
Resources:
 
https://www.edutopia.org/discussion
/15-characteristics-21st-century-
teacherd

By Jenna Hixson 
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Olivia Price

By Joselyn Busato, Junior

For Southmoreland senior Olivia Price, the

well-being of those around her has always

been a top priority. Whether it’s volunteering

at school functions or some day saving lives

as a future physician, Price has a passion for

helping others.

 

Olivia was recently notified that she will

receive a full-tuition scholarship to Duquesne

University via the Bayer School Scholars

Program, which includes a full-tuition

scholarship, as well as paid research

opportunities during each summer that she is

studying there.

 

“I will be able to work alongside other Bayer

School Scholars and students from across

the country with renowned researchers to

make scientific advancements,” she says.

 

From a young age, Price knew that she

wanted to study science, her favorite subject.

After attending the one-week summer

program sponsored by Lake Erie College of

Osteopathic Medicine’s Emerging Scholars

Academy as a junior, her mind was made up.

 

On the very first day of the camp, I was

certain that I wanted to have a career in

medicine after learning how to diagnose a

patient and take vitals.”

 

Olivia’s best advice to current high school

students is to “make the most out of your

high school experience” and take advantage

of every opportunity you’re given. And to the

faculty, “Always take time to teach students

about the ‘real world.’”

 

 

Without being given the opportunities to

volunteer outside of school by her teachers,

Price may never have realized her passion for

it.

 

“Volunteering has shaped me into who I am,”

she said. “It led me to the realization that I

wanted to be a physician so that I could help

people and save lives.”

 

In 15 years, Price will be an alum of Duquesne

and Lake Erie College of Osteopathic

Medicine after 12 years of post-secondary

education and plenty of hard work.

 

“More importantly, I hope that I will be saving

or helping to improve my patients’ lives,” she

said.



Megan King
On a normal summer afternoon, most high

school students might be found relaxing by a

pool, going to bonfires and barbecues, and

avoiding the responsibilities that come with the

other nine months of the year. But Megan King,

Vice President of the graduating class of 2019,

would be found more often than not working

morning to night for her parents’ ice business,

Ice Factory Enterprises, LLC., sweating under

the hot sun and hauling 7-, 8- and 2-pound

bags of ice.

 

“Use your brain instead of your back,” her

parents always told her. It’s this pure grit and

dedication to get the job done that has given

King the perseverance to work hard in cross

country, track, and most notably, academics.

 

In the fall, King plans to attend Robert Morris

University in Moon, Pennsylvania to pursue a

degree in actuarial science.

King was recently awarded a Presidential

Scholarship at Robert Morris. She, and

approximately 125 other students, all

submitted a biography, presentation, and

500-word essay to compete for the award,

which will cover her full tuition.

 

“Try to expose yourself to as many subjects

and teaching styles as you can in high

school,” King advised underclassmen.

 

That advice has helped King to become one

of Southmoreland High School’s best

students and ultimately, a Robert Morris

University graduate.

B y  J o s e l y n  B u s a t o ,  J u n i o r

"Try to expose yourself
to as many subjects and
teaching styles as you

can..."



Exploring 
different places

Maggie Moore
By Lily Grech, Sophomore

 

Margaret Moore, senior at the

Southmoreland High School, is living the

dream all high schoolers wish for: a full

tuition scholarship to a prestigious

university. Starting this fall, Moore will be

attending the United States Naval Academy

in Annapolis, Maryland.

 

Moore’s passion for serving her country

sparked as just a child.

 

“My grandfather served in the military, and

since I was extremely close with him

growing up, I wanted to follow in his

footsteps,” she said, adding that he remains

her “role model.”

 

Not only will Moore be advancing her

academic career to become a nuclear

engineer for the United States Navy, she

also will be playing division 1 basketball for

her university.

 

Moore encourages her current fellow

students to “... make the most of their

opportunities and to enjoy everything while

you have it. Also, slow down, listen, and be

a good person: life’s too short to not be the

best version of yourself.”

Madison Formato
By Alexis Hull, Junior

 

As a high school student, we feel that we are tasked with

knowing where we stand on our paths and who we are as a

person. Although, we realize it’s a difficult path to find.

Madison Formato, differentiating herself from the crowd,

decided that she is not cut out for the general college future

and wants to travel and learn before picking a career path.

 

“Don’t stress about the future at the age of 17 and 18

because you don’t have to have your whole life figured out by

then,” she said. “Take off days, explore different career fields,

and find something that you would enjoy doing. Take your

time and don’t miss what’s going on around you, because

more times than not, you will be splitting paths after

graduation.”

 

Formato will be flying to Kona, Hawaii, in July for a six-month

discipleship training school or DTS with no scholarships in the

program.

 

Following her family’s tradition, she was raised in a Christian

home where numerous family members have attended a kind

of DTS, including both of her parents.

 

“You’re young. Diving into college doesn’t have to be your

first choice,” she said. “There are plenty of opportunities out

there-take your time and live one moment at a time.”

 

Formato hopes to become a photojournalist and a published

author while traveling all over the world.



 
The lights illuminate the stage, melodies of each

section play through the air with diverse parts

creating the whole, and the audience, as the tune

silences to an end, enthusiasm of the show fills the

auditorium and the musicians’ hearts.

 

Dakota Coffman, aspiring musician, decided that he

is going to attend his dream school, Indiana

University of Pennsylvania, to major in music

education.

 

Inspiring his passion, Coffman’s father used to

always play ukulele, and being surrounded by

music all the time, Dakota said he was destined on

this path.

 

“Being in the school’s music department and

marching band has been a major impact on my

decision to go into music education,” Coffman said.

 

IUP has awarded Coffman a 4-year Sutton
Scholarship. With an opportunity by Taco Bell,
Coffman  is also under consideration for a Liv Mas
scholarship for students pursuing their passions.
The highest award is $25,000 that will be awarded
to five applicants. Selection will be announced in
May.
 
“I know that the recent budget problems the
school district has been facing are pretty
disheartening,” Coffman said. “But the thing that
makes Southmoreland so great is our ability to
overcome problems and power through issues
that are handed to us.”
 
With dedication, hard work, and passion,
Southmoreland and its students, despite against
all financial odds, can accomplish its goals and
aspirations, Coffman said.
 
Coffman hopes to become a high school band
director.
 
Wherever I end up and whatever I end up
teaching, I hope I’ll be as impactful and
inspirational as my band directors in the past,” he
said.

Dakota Coffman
By Alexis Hull, Junior 



Austin Hodge: Always Aim for Better
By Nicholas Formato, Sophomore

For his entire high school career, tedious work and high levels of motivation have been required. Through all the

exams, essays, and projects, endless effort has been displayed without a sign of stopping. And finally, it is

beginning to pay off.

 

Austin Hodge has worked to the best of his ability throughout his grade-schooling life. Through his work ethic and

outstanding ability, he is now being given the opportunity to attend The University of Pittsburgh of Greensburg with

a full scholarship.

 

As a young child, Austin’s dreams first bloomed through his inspiration from Steve Irwin and kept alive by many

teachers as his role models. He gave special thanks to Mr. Mike Saunders, Mr. Chuck Brittain, and Mr. Larry

Ansell for helping him to perform his best and achieve what was necessary for his dreams to be made into his

reality. He recommended other teachers not to hesitate in offering advice to their students because he knows

teachers help through personal advice and motivation is what pushed him to be who he is today.

 

At Pitt Greensburg, Austin has been given the Army ROTC full-ride scholarship, and through this, he hopes to

achieve service in the Army JAG Corps with officer rank. This used to be a dream for Austin Hodge, and through

perseverance, the finish line is in sight.

 

Austin is taking part in what he would never have believed he would be at this time in his life. He wants other

students to be as proud of themselves as he is. He knows hard work pays off. He knows first-hand how hard

school in life can be, but he knows other students can achieve goals of the same level as long as they strive to “Be

a better person tomorrow than [they] are today.”
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EDITION 

TWITTER USERS

Excited for your next step? 
Email Mrs. Hixson to be featured in the 

next edition of SoNew: hixsonj@southmoreland.net.



SoNew
IN  THE
NEXT
ISSUE

A Feature on Rachel's Closet
Retiree Interviews

More Senior Profiles 

INTERESTED IN
CONTRIBUTING 

Contact Jenna Hixson
hixsonj@southmoreland.ne

t

IMPORTANT
DATES

5/11     Prom 
6/6       Last Day of School Students
6/7       Graduation 
6/10     Last Day of School Teachers
6/12     School Picnic
 
For all district dates, visit
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/em
bed?
src=southmoreland.net_1nat1nfnvi405h0
s8iboc6b6q4%40group.calendar.google.c
om&ctz=America%2FNew_York


